CiTY OF NORTON SHORES
City COUNCIL WORK SESSION
NORTON SHORES LIBRARY
705 SEMINOLE ROAD
TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 2025

5:30 P.M.

Agenda

1. Solicitor Ordinance — Anthony Chandler

2. Fence Ordinance (Living Fence) — Anthony Chandler

Work Sessions are held for Council discussion only.
There is no opportunity for public comment.



Internal Memo

NORTON
SHORES

IT'S IN OUR NATURE.
June 18, 2025

TO: Anthony Chandler, City Administrator

FROM: Rachel Pavlich, City Clerk {0

SUBJECT: Solicitor Ordinance

Staff has noticed that the solicitor ordinance has not been updated in quite some time. The
Clerk’s office would like to get Council’s thoughts or suggestions on how we should handle
solicitor permits in Norton Shores.

The current ordinance is attached for City Council’s review at the June 24, 2025 work session

meeting.

Attachment



6/18/25, 4:21 PM

Norton Shores, Mi Code of Ordinances

ARTICLE II. - LICENSES

Sec. 32-29. - Required.

It shall be unlawful for a transient merchant, itinerant vendor, or any solicitor, canvasser or peddler to

engage in such business within the corporate limits of the city without first obtaining a license therefor in

compliance with the provisions of this article. The city police department shall conduct all background

investigations required by the terms and conditions of this article for applicants prior to the issuance of a

license.

(Code 1975, 8 16-16; Ord. No. 90, § 1.1, 11-19-1968; Ord. No. 335, § 1.1, 1-16-1979; Ord. No. 621, § 1, 10-19-

1999)

Sec. 32-30. - Application.

Applicants for licenses under this article shall file a written, sworn statement, in duplicate, with the city

clerk, giving the following information:

(1
(2)
3

4

(5)
(6)

(8)

9

about:blank

Name and description of the applicant;
Permanent home address and full local address of the applicant;

A brief description of the nature of the business and the goods to be sold, and in the case of
farm products, whether produced or grown by applicant;
If employed, the name and address of the employer, together with credentials establishing

the exact relationship;
The length of time for which the right to do business is desired;

The place where the goods or property proposed to be sold or orders taken for sales thereof
are manufactured or produced, where such goods or products are located at time said
application is filed and the proposed method of delivery;

A photograph of the applicant taken within 60 days immediately prior to the date of filing the
application, which picture shall be two inches by two inches, showing the head and shoulders

of the applicant in a clear and distinguishing manner;

The fingerprints of the person or persons having the management or supervision of the
business; or, in lieu thereof, at least three letters of recommendation from reliable property
owners in the county, certifying to the applicant's good character and business responsibility
or other evidence which establishes the good character and business responsibility of the

applicant;
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6/18/25, 4:21 PM Norton Shores, Ml Code of Ordinances
A statement whether or not the applicant has been convicted of any crime, misdemeanor or violation of
any municipal ordinance, state law or federal law, and the nature of the offense and the punishment or
penalty assessed therefor;

(10) A statement by a reputable physician of the county dated not more than ten days prior to
submission of the application, certifying the applicant to be free of infectious, contagious or
communicable disease in case the applicant desires to sell, peddle or handle in any manner
any food product or any manner of liquid of nourishment that will be taken internally, such

physicians' statements to be renewed at least every six months; and

(11) A statement to the effect that if a license is granted, it will not be used or represented in any

way as an endorsement by the city or by any department or officer thereof.

(Code 1975, § 16-17; Ord. No. 90, § 3.1, 11-19-1968; Ord. No. 335, § 3.1, 1-16-1979; Ord. No. 441, § 2, 7-1-
1986)

Sec. 32-31. - Fees.

At the time the application for a license required by this article is approved, a license fee as currently
established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time in accordance with
this section shall be paid to the clerk to cover the cost of investigation and servicing of this article. Each
motor vehicle involved shall also be licensed upon the same schedule as each person. No fee shall be
required of one selling products of the farm or orchard actually produced by the seller or of one selling
products of a charitable organization. For the purpose of this article, any period of more than seven
calendar days and not more than 30 calendar days shall be considered one month; any period of more than
30 calendar days and not more than one calendar year shall be treated as a year. The annual fees herein
provided for shall be assessed on a calendar-year basis, and on and after july 1 the amount of the fee for

such annual licenses shall be one-half the amount stipulated for the remainder of the year.

(Code 1975, § 16-18; Ord. No. 90, §§ 4.1, 5.1, 11-19-1968; Ord. No. 335, § 4.1, 1-16-1979; Ord. No. 689, § 1, 6-
20-2006)

Sec. 32-32. - Investigation of applicant; denial of license.

Upon receipt of an application for a license required by this article, the same shall be referred to the
chief of police, who shall cause such investigation of such person's or persons' business responsibility or
moral character as defined and regulated in Public Act No. 381 of 1974 (MCL 338.41 et seq.), to be made as
he deems necessary to the protection of the public good. If, as a result of the investigation, the character
and business responsibility are found to be unsatisfactory, and the licensing of such applicant may pose a

risk to the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the city, the application shall be denied. The chief of

about:blank 2/4
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police shall endorse on such application his disapproval and his reasons for the same and return the same
to the city clerk, who shall notify the applicant that his application is disapproved and no license will be

issued.

(Code 1975, § 16-19; Ord. No. 90, § 4.2, 11-19-1968; Ord. No. 335, § 4.2, 1-16-1979)
Sec. 32-33. - Approval.

If, as a result of the investigation described in_section 32-32, the character and responsibility of the
applicant are found to be satisfactory, and the licensing of such applicant does not appear to pose a risk to
the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the city, the chief of police shall endorse on the application
his approval; and upon such approval, the city clerk shall, upon payment of the prescribed license fee,
deliver to the applicant his license. Such license shall contain the signature and seal of the issuing officer
and shall show the name, address and photograph of the licensee; the class of the license issued and the
kind of goods to be sold thereunder; the amount of fee paid and the date of issuance; and the length of time
the same shall be operative as well as the license number and other identifying description of any vehicle

used by the applicant. The clerk shall keep a permanent record of all licenses issued and copies on file.

(Code 1975, § 16-20; Ord. No. 90, § 4.3, 11-19-1968; Ord. No. 335, 8 4.3, 1-16-1979)

Sec. 32-34. - Exhibition of license.

Transient merchants and itinerant vendors, and any solicitors, canvassers or peddlers are required to

exhibit their licenses at the request of any officer or agent of the city or any person with whom they are

transacting or attempting to transact any business.

(Code 1975, 8 16-21; Ord. No. 335, § 4.6, 1-16-1979)

Sec. 32-35. - Revocation.

(a) Licenses issued under the provisions of this article may be revoked by the city clerk after notice
and hearing for any of the following causes:
(1) Fraud, misrepresentation or false statement contained in the application for a license;
(2) Fraud, misrepresentation or false statement made in the course of carrying on his business;
(3) Any violation of this chapter;
(4) Conviction of any crime or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude; or
(5) Conducting of business in an unlawful manner or in such a manner as to constitute a breach

of peace or to constitute a menace to the health, safety or general welfare of the public.

(b)
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Notice of hearing for the revocation of a license shall be given in writing, setting forth specifically the
grounds of complaint and the time and place of hearing. Such notice shall be mailed, postage prepaid, to
the licensee at his last known address at least four days prior to the date set for hearing. The clerk, upon
the recommendation of the chief of police, may suspend a license issued under the provisions of this article
if it is determined that continued activity would jeopardize the health, safety or well-being of the citizens of
the city. In any case in which a license is suspended, the hearing shall be held not later than seven calendar

days from the date of the suspension.

(Code 1975, 8 16-22; Ord. No. 335, 8§ 5.1, 1-16-1979)
Sec. 32-36. - Appeal of denial, revocation or written complaint.

Any person aggrieved by the action of the chief of police or the city clerk taken pursuant to this chapter
shall have the right of appeal to the city council. Such appeal shall be taken by filing with the city clerk,
within 14 days after the action complained of, a written statement setting forth the grounds of the appeal.
The council shall set a time and place for a hearing on such appeal, which shall not be later than the next
regularly scheduled city council meeting held at least four days after the filing of the application for appeal.
Notice of such hearing shall be given to the appellant in the same manner as provided in_section 32-35(b).

The decision and order of the council on such an appeal shall be final and conclusive.

(Code 1975, 8 16-23; Ord. No. 335, § 5.2, 1-16-1979)

Secs. 32-37—32-46. - Reserved.
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4814 Henry Street
Norton Shores, Ml 49441
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NORTON www.nortonshoresliving.com
SHORES

IT’S IN OUR NATURE.
June 18, 2025

T Anthony Chandler, City Administrator
FROM: Ted Woodcock, Planning and Zoning Administrator TSV\j
SUBJECT: Living fence ordinance

In response to a citizen complaint, City staff has been requested to review Section 48-1324(1)(d),
which pertains to “living fences.” According to this ordinance, a living fence—defined as hedges,
shrubbery, or similar vegetation—must not exceed two (2) feet in height if it obstructs the line of
sight for individuals exiting a driveway, alley, or similar area. A copy of the current ordinance is
attached with this item.

The complaint concerns the placement of living fences, trees, and other vegetation on the Mona
Lake side of a property. The installation of these plantings has reportedly obstructed the
complainant's view of the lake. Our current living hedge ordinance does not address shoreland
properties, so | am seeking City Council direction.

| request this item be placed on the June 24, 2025 City Council work session agenda.

Administration Finance Public Works Fire Department Police Department
(231) 798-4391 (231) 799-6805 (231) 799-6803 (231) 798-2255 (231) 733-2691
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Sec. 48-1324. - Installation permit; restrictions.

Fences on all lots of record in all residential districts which enclose property are permitted in any yard,

subject to the following conditions:

(1) No fence shall be erected prior to the issuance of an installation permit. Fences projecting
into a front yard or a designated side yard facing a street shall be reviewed by the building
and zoning administrator prior to issuance of a permit. The following restrictions shall apply

to fences in front or designated side yards abutting a street:

a. The fences shall be residential in nature and intent. Farm-type fences shall be excluded
from all residential districts, except such fences shall be permitted on farm land in
residential districts.

b. Fences shall not exceed four feet in height, except where otherwise permitted in this
section, and shall not obstruct vision to an extent greater than 50 percent of their total

area.
c. Fences shall not extend into the street right-of-way at the front property line.

durLiving fences (hedges, shrubbery, etc.) obscuring walls, berms or signs, located in a
required front yard setback, that may obstruct the vision of traffic for persons exiting

from a driveway, alley, etc., shall not exceed a height of two feet.

e. No wall of any kind shall be permitted, and no shrubbery, sign or other obstruction to
vision above a height of two feet from the established street grades shall be permitted
within the triangular area formed at the intersection of any street right-of-way lines by a
straight line drawn between said right-of-way lines at a distance along each line of 25 feet
from their point of intersection; except that in the interests of public safety, corner
clearance requirements may be made more restrictive upon recommendation of the city

police department.
(2) Fences within a side or rear yard shall not exceed six feet in height, measured from the
surface of the ground, and shall not extend beyond the required minimum front yard.
(3) Fences on lots of record shall not contain barbed wire, electric current, charge of electricity,

broken glass caps, or chainlink-type fences with sharp wire edges exposed.

(4) Fences which enclose public or institutional parks, playgrounds, or public landscaped areas,
situated within an area developed with recorded lots shall not exceed eight feet in height,
measured from the surface of the ground and shall not obstruct vision to an extent greater

than 25 percent of their total area.

(Ord. No. 369, 8 15.990(15.100), 6-26-1981; Ord. No. 643, 8-31-2001)
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