CITY OF NORTON SHORES
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
May 27, 2025

A regular work session of the Norton Shores City Council was held at the Norton Shores Library,
705 Seminole Road, on Tuesday, May 27, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.

Present:

Absent:

Mayor Nelund, Council Members Fisher, Fox (5:34), Hylland, Jurkas, Kasher,
Morgenstern, Olson, and Sowa; also, Matt Anderson, Anthony Chandler, Tony
Gutierrez, Doug Hughes, Chris Lyonnais, Jim Murphy, Brandon Poel, Lexi Stibitz,
and Ted Woodcock

None

Water & Sewer Assessments

Director of Public Works Jim Murphy addressed City Council regarding the
current water and sewer assessments, which include an annual 6% interest
accrual on any outstanding assessments. He noted that these assessments have
negatively impacted vacant land by creating barriers to development. Murphy
asked the Council to consider modifying the assessments to help promote
growth in those areas. City Attorney Doug Hughes outlined several possible
solutions to address the issue. The Council discussed various options, including
implementing a flat fee per square footage and resetting the assessments to
their original cost. They requested to review a range of assessments to better
understand the potential discrepancies among them. City Council agreed to
explore alternative approaches further once they receive data on the current
special assessments.

Leaf Removal Ordinance

City Planner Ted Woodcock presented the current Leaf Removal Ordinance, with
the enforcement date scheduled on May 1st. City Council discussed alternative
start dates and times of year in an effort to encourage residents to remove
leaves before the summer season begins. After consideration, the Council
recommended to have the ordinance edited to say that all leaves must be picked
up within the same year that they fall.

Short-term Rentals

City Planner Ted Woodcock presented the latest draft of the Short-Term Rental
(STR) Ordinance. City Council discussed the definition of a STR, expressing a
preference to remove the "no less than 2 days" requirement while retaining the
"no more than 28 days" limitation. They also proposed removing the specific
mention of "Maranatha Bible Missionary Conference,” suggesting it be classified
under the broader hotel or motel category. Additionally, Council requested that



May 2025 WS Minutes Page 2

all corporate ownership structures be clearly outlined within the ordinance. They
also recommended revising the application process to include proof of insurance
coverage. Discussion also included how to manage the cap on currently
operating STR’s, with a first-come, first-served approach being the preferred
method. City Council agreed to forward the revised draft ordinance to the
Planning Commission for consideration at its July meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m.

A

Lexi StibitzZ, Deputy City Clerk




