CITY OF NORTON SHORES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
May 20, 2025

A regular meeting of the Norton Shores City Council was held on Tuesday, May 20, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. at
the Norton Shores Branch Library Community Room, 705 Seminole Road.

Present:

Absent:
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Mayor Nelund, Council Members Fisher, Fox, Hylland, Jurkas, Kasher, Olson, and
Morgenstern; also, Anthony Chandler, Tony Gutierrez, Doug Hughes, Chris Lyonnais,
Rachel Pavlich, Marc Vanderstelt, and Ted Woodcock.

Council Member Sowa

Agenda Public Comment

None
Minutes

Council Member Morgenstern moved to approve minutes from the May 5 City Council
meeting. The motion was supported by Council Member Fox and carried unanimously.

Consent

Council Member Jurkas moved to approve the Consent Agenda which consisted a) City
Department Reports (1. Police, 2. Fire, 3. Public Works, and 4. Administrative Services), b)
Authorize Bids — Hot-in-Place/Milling and Resurfacing Projects, c) Authorize Bids — Non-
Residential Cross Connection Inspection, d) Authorize Bids — Hydrant Painting, e) Adopt —
Muskegon County Hazard Mitigation Plan, and f) CDBG Lien Discharge, 3042 Leon St. The
motion was supported by Council Member Kasher and carried unanimously.

Appointments

Council Member Jurkas moved to reappoint Peter Brown and Donald Martines to the
Norton Shores EDC/TIFA/Brownfield Authority Board of Directors for a six-year term
ending December 7, 2030. The motion was supported by Council Member Kasher and
carried unanimously.

Approve — Special Use Permit — 6277 Prairie St., Amerilodge Group

Council Member Hylland moved to approve the special land use application to
Amerilodge Group to construct a 4-story, 92 room Tru by Hilton hotel at 6277 Prairie St.
while incorporating Planning Commission’s findings of the five standards. The motion was
supported by Council Member Fisher and carried unanimously.
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Approve — Special Use Amendment — 3437 Getty St., David Farhat

Council Member Morgenstern moved to approve the special land use amendment
application to David Farhat for a contractor’s equipment and supplies storage at 3437
Getty St. Norton Shores City Council in the exercise of its discretion, reviewed the
particular facts and circumstances of the proposal in terms of all of the following
standards and found adequate evidence showing that each will be satisfied. The proposed
use will be harmonious with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity and
in accordance with the general objectives of the master plan and zoning ordinances of
current adoption because it is an existing use. The proposed use will be served adequately
by existing essential public services and facilities, such as highways, streets, police and
fire protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal and schools, or the applicant will
provide for thpse services and facilities because the facilities already exist. The proposed
use or structures will not cause an overcrowding of land or undue concentration of
population because it is a similar use as it currently exists. The proposed use is consistent
with the public health, safety, and welfare of the City of Norton Shores because it is similar
to the existing use. The proposed use constitutes a socially and economically desirable
use of the land when considering those who will use the land, residents and property
owners of the immediately adjacent properties, as well as the community as a whole
because of the review and details in the proposal because this is a use that is similar to
the adjacent land and dovetails what is currently there. The motion was supported by
Council Member Jurkas and carried unanimously.

Approve — FY 2026 Property Tax Levy

Council Member Jurkas moved to approve the rates for General Fund, Capital
Improvement Fund, Solid Waste Fund, Public Safety Fund, and Street Improvement Fund
to be certified to be spread against all taxable property in the City of Norton Shores for
FY 2026 as presented. The motion was supported by Council Member Kasher and carried
unanimously

Approve — MPTC Employee Group Pay Plan

Council Member Fisher moved to approve the annual pay plan for Management,
Professional, Technical, and Clerical (MPTC) employees as presented. The motion was
supported by Council Member Morgenstern and carried unanimously.

General Public Comment

Gregory Riley, 698 Mapleway Dr., expressed concerns on behalf of the Trellis of Mona
Lake Community regarding a fallen tree in their neighborhood they want removed.

Council Member Jurkas rented the Ross Park Pavilion over the weekend and shared her
experience, noting a puddle inside the pavilion — an issue that, according to Parks and
Recreation Dept., has been ongoing. City Administrator Anthony Chandler stated that
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staff has spoken with Muskegon Quality Builders and improvements will be made as soon
as possible.

Council Member Morgenstern inquired about holding a joint meeting with the City of
Muskegon and expressed interest in scheduling it before the November election. Mr.
Chandler noted that the June or July Work Session might take place at the Ross Park
Pavilion, and suggested that the City of Muskegon could be invited to join. He also stated
that that date could also include the dedication of benches in honor of former Council
Members Dolak and Beechum.

Council Member Olson thanked Chief Gutierrez and Brett Harris for the fire department
training. He also mentioned 1,000 yards were dredged from the channel in four days.
While asking about the boat lift, Chief Vanderstelt stated it was moved but disrupted by
the storm, and while the view from the bridge is misleading, boats can still pass side by
side in the channel.

Council Member Fox inquired if the dredging remained effective despite being done
before the storm, Mayor Nelund responded that we would have to wait and see.

Council Member Morgenstern thanked the Department of Public Works for cleaning trees
in a timely manner and working with utility companies after the storm.

Council Member Hylland requested a schedule for tree and line cleanup. City
Administrator Chandler said Consumers is actively working on restoring power. Council
Member Morgenstern suggested staff follow up with Rich Houtteman about tree
removal. Hylland also asked again about the cable box near Lake Harbor Trail by
Maranatha; Chandler said DPW Director Jim Murphy has been in contact with the
company.

City Administrator Anthony Chandler thanked staff for responding to all storm debris and
working throughout the weekend.

Council Member Hylland asked for an update in regards to the fire on Winnetaska Rd.
over the weekend. Chief Gutierrez stated there were many hiccups, but staff was able to
successfully put the fire out.

Council Member Fisher noted that deer have already eaten all of her tulips.

Mayor Nelund reminded Council of the Economic Summit event by the Chamber of
Commerce on May 29,

Meeting adjourned at 6:16 p.m.
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Rachel Pavlich, City Clerk




