CITY OF NORTON SHORES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
January 6, 2026

A regular meeting of the Norton Shores City Council was held on Tuesday, January 6, 2026 at 5:30 p.m.
at the Norton Shores Branch Library Community Room, 705 Seminole Road.

Present:

Absent:

26-01

26-02

26-03

Mayor Nelund, Council Members Fisher, Fox, Halloran, Hylland, Jurkas, Kasher, Olson, and
Sowa; also, Anthony Chandler, Tony Gutierrez, Doug Hughes, Chris Lyonnais, Jim Murphy,
Rachel Pavlich, and Marc Vanderstelt

None

Agenda Public Comment

None
Minutes

Council Member Jurkas moved to approve minutes from the December 16 City Council
meeting. The motion was supported by Council Member Fisher and carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda

Council Member Hylland moved to approve the Consent Agenda which consisted of: a)
Authorize Bids — Intersection Reconstruction for Sternberg Avenue/Harvey Street &
Sternberg Avenue/Grand Haven Road. The motion was supported by Council Member
Jurkas and carried unanimously.

Adoption — Zoning Ordinance Amendment, Commercial Fencing

Council Member Hylland moved to approve a zoning ordinance amendment to Chapter
48 of the City ordinance to add Section 48-1326 “Commercial & Industrial Fencing”. The
motion was supported by Council Member Sowa and carried unanimously by roll call vote.

General Public Comment

None

Council Comment

Council Member Hylland requested that staff compile a list of Council requests with
corresponding responses for future review. He raised concerns regarding a tree on
Roosevelt Road, inquired about plowing of the trail, asked about the schedule for
extending the trail south on Lake Harbor Road, and discussed potential ordinances related
to Mona Lake, daycare uses in commercial districts, and signage along the trail.
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Council Member Olson expressed concern about trees located along the Mona Lake
Channel and asked whether the trailer ordinance will be amended this year.

Council Member Sowa thanked Director of Public Works Jim Murphy for the prompt
response and repair of a recent water main break.

Council Member Halloran expressed appreciation for the Electric Forest information
included in the meeting packet and asked whether the City has considered marketing
efforts during the Electric Forest timeframe to attract visitors from the Rothbury area to
Norton Shores.

Council Member Fisher requested an update on the Ross Park Pavilion and discussions
with the City of Muskegon. The Mayor indicated that now the election has concluded, a
meeting will be scheduled, potentially at Ross Park Pavilion.

Council Member Hylland stated he is not in favor of using ARPA funds for long-term
retaining wall replacement on Lake Harbor Road and would prefer those funds be
directed toward trail projects. He also referenced a recent letter from the State and asked
whether additional budget cushion could be added to avoid future notices. Mr. Chandler
responded that such correspondence is common and expected.

Council Member Fisher inquired about updating the City Charter. The Mayor responded
that the process would require the formation of a charter commission and approval by
voters.

Council Member Jurkas asked about the potential acquisition of the Hile Recreation
property. Mr. Chandler stated the item would be discussed at the January Work Session.

Council Member Olson requested an update on the deer management program. Mr.
Chandler reported that 69 deer have been harvested this year, with approximately half
from Lake Harbor Park, and noted the program has been successful with no injuries or
incidents.

City Administrator Chandler reminded Council of the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Unity
Breakfast scheduled for Friday, January 16, at the VanDyk Mortgage Convention Center
and noted additional tickets are available. He also provided an update on the Splash Pad
project, stating the City has been awarded a $200,000 grant, matching partners remain
committed, and Spicer Group has been asked to prepare a small master plan addressing
the connector path, parking, splash pad, and restroom facilities at Lake Harbor Park.

Meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m.
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Rachel Pavlich, City Clerk




