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September 24, 2020

TO: Mayor and City Council
FROM: Mark C. Meyers, City Administrator \/\AU‘/\/\
SUBJECT: General Information Packet

Attached are general items of information you may find interesting. If you have
any questions or comments regarding the information, please contact me.
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First Responder Hazard Pay Premiums Program (FRHPPP)
Award Status for Applications Received as of 9/9/2020

Local Unit Applicant Applicant Amount Application
Code Name County Approved Status®

11-2050 New Buffalo City Berrien 13,500.00 Approved
11-1130 New Buffalo Township Berrien 15,000.00 Approved
62-0000 Newaygo County Newaygo 68,214.30 Approved
11-2060 Niles City Berrien 59,000.00 Approved
11-7522 North Berrien Fire Rescue Berrien 24,000.00 Approved
44-1160 North Branch Township Lapeer 22,000.00 Approved
61-2040 North Muskegon City Muskegon 21,000.00 Approved
63-7-586 North Oakland County Fire Authority Oakland 44,000.00 Approved
33-7-520 Northeast Ingham Emergency Services Authority Ingham 50,000.00 Approved
81-1100 Northfield Township Washtenaw 21,136.00 Approved
69-2120 Northville City Wayne 27,043.40 Approved
82-1060 Northville Township Wayne 73,000.00 Approved
61-2050 Norton Shores City Muskegon 71,000.00 Approved
22-2030 Norway City Dickinson 16,960.00 Approved
3703 Nottawa Sherman Township Fire Department Isabella 16,000.00 Approved
63-2130 Novi City Oakland 173,000.00 Approved
63-2140 Oak Park City Oakland 56,000.00 Approved
63-0000 Oakland County Oakland 996,069.03 Approved
63-1140 Oakland Township Oakland 35,000.00 Approved
64-0000 Oceana County Oceana 31,000.00 Approved
65-0000 Ogemaw County Ogemaw 43,000.00 Approved
65-1110 Ogemaw County Emergency Dispatch Authority Ogemaw 11,000.00 Approved
65-7-509 Ogemaw County EMS Authority Ogemaw 30,750.00 Approved
71-7-502 Onaway Area Ambulance Presque Isle 16,000.00 Approved
66-0000 Ontonagon County Ontonagon 12,000.00 Approved
14-7-506 Ontwa Township Edwardsburg Police Cass 7,000.00 Approved
08-1110 Orangeville Township Barry 23,000.00 Approved
63-2150 Orchard Lake Village City Oakland 12,000.00 Approved
63-1150 Orion Township Oakland 26,000.00 Approved
11-1150 Oronoko Township Berrien 38,000.00 Approved
67-0000 Osceola County Osceola 60,303.75 Approved
68-0000 Oscoda County Oscoda 39,000.00 Approved
35-1060 Oscoda Township losco 39,000.00 Approved
39-1080 Oshtemo Township Kalamazoo 25,000.00 Approved
25-3050 Otisville Village Genesee 5,000.00 Approved
03-2040 Otsego City Allegan 21,745.00 Approved
69-0000 Otsego County Otsego 55,000.00 Approved
70-0000 Ottawa County Ottawa 253,000.00 Approved
N/A Ottawa County Central Dispatch Authority Ottawa 29,000.00 Approved
03-1180 Overisel Township Allegan 20,164.00 Approved
78-2040 Owosso City Shiawassee 36,000.00 Approved
63-1160 Oxford Township Oakland 37,000.00 Approved
46-1140 Palmyra Township Lenawee TBD Pending
28-1100 Paradise Township Grand Traverse 6,000.00 Approved
70-1100 Park Township Ottawa 34,000.00 Approved
38-1110 Parma Township Jackson 12,000.00 Approved
251040 Patriot Ambulance Service Genesee 67,000.00 Approved

! Application Status Explanations:
Pending = Award pending additional information from applicant; Treasury to contact applicant by email.
Denied = Ineligible applicant and/or ineligible employee expenditures.
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Mark Meyers

From: Michigan Executive Office of the Governor <mieog@govsubscriptions.michigan.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 6:38 PM

To: Mark Meyers

Subject: RELEASE: Gov. Gretchen Whitmer: 2021 budget remains focused on education and

healthy families

GCovernor

Gretchen Whitmer

::%Miéﬁﬁaﬁlgd;;

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 23, 2020

Contact:

Tiffany Brown, Press@michigan.gov

Kurt Weiss, 517-243-3139, Weissk1@michigan.gov

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer: 2021 budget remains focused on education and

healthy families
Governor set to sign budget in coming days

LANSING, Mich. — Gov. Gretchen Whitmer will soon sign her second budget into law amidst a
global pandemic that created one of the most challenging and unique budget cycles in Michigan
history. It's a budget that will deliver on many of her signature priorities, including the Michigan
Reconnect program for a tuition-free pathway for adults, funding for the Healthy Moms, Healthy
Babies program to ensure women have the care they need for a healthy pregnancy, and
expanding access to childcare for families.

“When we started the budget process in early February, nobody had an idea of how challenging
the coming months would be, no knowledge of the devasting impacts that COVID-19 would have,
including the impact to our state budget,” said Gov. Whitmer. “But Michigan is strong, and by
working collaboratively with our partners in the Legislature we now have a budget | will soon be
signing, a budget that funds shared priorities that will move Michigan forward.”

The budget will protect schools, colleges, universities, and local governments from any state

funding reductions below their original 2020 funding levels. The budget will also include new

education investments focused on providing students, teachers, and adults across Michigan with

needed resources, including:

o $161 million in flexible per pupil spending to help districts address the increased costs of
educating students in the midst of a pandemic.



e $30 million for the Michigan Reconnect program to provide a tuition-free pathway for adults
looking to upskill and earn a postsecondary certificate or associate degree. Implementing
Reconnect will help close the skills gap and move the state closer to reaching 60%
postsecondary educational attainment by 2030.

o $5.6 million for mental health counselors to assist children in schools across Michigan with
mental health needs.

o $5 million in incentives to attract and retain first-year teachers in districts across Michigan.

o Anincrease of $3 million to continue to fund literacy coaches and expand resources to improve
training for other educators in best practices of literacy learning.

o $2 million in additional supports to assist vulnerable students who are learning remotely,
including special education students, students who are chronically absent, and children in need
of childcare while their parents are working.

o $2 million for Detroit Public TV to foster early childhood initiatives to enhance learning and
early education.

o Implementation of previously announced teacher hazard payments of up to $500 per teacher,
along with the addition of payments of up to $250 for school support staff.

e $1 million for school meal debt forgiveness.

“This has been a budget cycle unlike any other, but in the end we have been able to work
collaboratively and put together a budget that reflects many of the Governor’s key priorities and
values,” said State Budget Director Chris Kolb. “I am pleased that we will soon have a budget in
place for the new fiscal year which begins October 1, but | still have concerns about projected
revenues loses for Fiscal Year 2022 and we still need Congress to provide states with new federal
funding.”

When it comes to budget priorities for the health of families across Michigan, the budget will

include:

e $12.6 million for the Healthy Moms, Healthy Babies program to ensure women are given the
care they need to have a healthy pregnancy and to expand support for interventions that are
proven to improve outcomes.

o $26 million to expand access to childcare for families by increasing the income limit from 130%
to 150% of the federal poverty level, expanding childcare services to nearly 6,000 children.

e $135 million to extend the $2.00/hour wage increase for direct care workers assisting the
elderly and other vulnerable individuals during this especially difficult time.

e $20 million in additional support for nursing homes for COVID-19-related cost increases.

o $20 million to support the state’s psychiatric hospitals so that Michiganders in need of mental
health services have improved access and care.

e $2 million for the Lead Poisoning Prevention Fund to protect Michigan families from lead in
their homes.

e $10 million to implement policies to keep more children with families rather than entering
congregate care.

o $2.5 million to provide first responders with the mental health services they need, including
treatment for post-traumatic stress disorder.

“The coronavirus pandemic has exacerbated the challenges and disparities that have prevented
far too many Michiganders from realizing their fullest potential,” said Lt. Governor Gilchrist. “The
budget that we've put forth is an opportunity to take a proactive, deliberate approach toward
investing in the health, education, and economic well-being of those who need it the most. This
budget sets a foundation to make expand access to opportunity for all of the people who call this
state home.”



The 2021 budget will include critical funding for programs within the Department of Labor and
Economic Development and the Michigan Economic Development Corporation, including $100
million for business attraction efforts. A total of $28.7 million will be provided for the Going Pro
program to support job training grants to businesses to support training for current and new
employees in high-demand, skilled trades industries. In addition, new funding of $3 million is
provided for a statewide pre-apprenticeship program with the goal of developing qualified
candidates for building trades apprenticeships in the construction industry. Funding for the popular
Pure Michigan campaign will be set at $15 million.

The budget will also provide funding for critical initiatives directed at the environment, including $5
million that will draw down significantly more in federal funding for the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program to reduce runoff of contaminants into Lake Erie and other watersheds. The
budget will also add $1 million to Michigan Saves to help Michigan families make energy efficiency
improvements to their homes.

A total of $4.2 million will be provided to begin implementing the pre-trial incarceration task force
recommendation for crisis intervention and de-escalation training through the Michigan Coalition
on Law Enforcement Standards, helping ensure law enforcement officers have the training and
education they need to intervene successfully. The budget will include $7 million to increase the
number of troopers within the Michigan State Police.

The budget will also include $14.3 million in broadband funding to help expand Internet access
across the state which is more important than ever to Michiganders relying on telework, telehealth,
and virtual learning.
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Muskegon County COVID-19 _:a_omﬁoﬁ Dashboard

County employment up 13,797 from April to July. Unemployment rate falls 16.3 points.
July’s employment of 70,019 is -6.6% from February’s high of 74,944.

Muskegon County September Report of Job Postings
Employment / Unemployment Rate . Top Industry Sectors
80,000 30.00% Sector Unique Job Postings
75,000 o i
5 70000 25.00% Retail < 1,248
Z 65,000 20.00% Admin. Support & Waste Mgmt 1,136
- Mm.%w | . Accommodation & Food Serv 654
g 50,000 . Health Care and Social Assistan 635
= s o T rtation & Warehousi 529
2 s oo ransportation arehousing
35,000 Manufacturing 383
30,000 e Prof., Scietific, Technical 282
2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 .
Real Estate, Rental, Leasing 174
Feb Mar April M J Jul .
Jan e ar pri ay une uly Oﬁjm_x Sapyices 160
: Employed Unemployment Rate Public Administration 100
. F Muskegon Area First
Source: Michigan Department of Technology, Management, and Budget Source: West MI Works



Muskegon County COVID-19 Indicator Dashboard

The Purchasing Manager Index increased by 1.8 points from July 2020 to August 2020.
Reaches levels last seen in early 2019.

Purchasing Managers Index (PMI)
January 2018-August 2020
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Muskegon County COVID-19 _:o__omﬁoﬁ Dashboard

US Monthly Deposits increased by 2.2% in July 2020 vs. July 2019. This is compared to US
monthly deposits increasing by 74.2% in April 2020 vs. April 2019. Furniture production

continues gains.
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Muskegon County COVID-19 Indicator Dashboard

US Monthly Domestic Automotive Production increased by 19% from June 2020-July 2020.

Consumer Confidence rebounding from April low.

US Consumer Confidence

-University of Michigan: Consumer Sentiment, October 2016=100

== Industrial Production Index, October 2016=100

- Advanced Retail Sales: Retail and Food Services, Total, October 2016=100

Source: St. Louis FED

Monthly Domestic Automotive
Production

Nmo.
200
150
100

50

Thousands of Units

Mar-19
Apr-19

Source: St. lLouis FED

May-19

Jun-19

Jul-19
Aug-19

Sep-19

Oct-19
Nov-19

Dec-19
Jan-20
Feb-20
Mar-20

Apr-20
May-20
Jun-20
Jul-20

Muskegon Area First



Muskegon County COVID-19 Indicator Dashboard
glomstonans  COVID-19 STATUS REPORT POLICIES AND CASES

UNIVERSITY
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HEALTHCGARE FACTS POPULATION RACE, ETHNICITY AND AGE

Michigan State Statistics

120,845 6,894 5.70% 3,036,448

NUMBER OF CASES IN LAST 14 DAYS

Aga Groups

White ¥ Black W Acian B Hispanic or Latino Under15 W Age15.24
W American Indian B Other Racea B NonHispanic B Age25.34 W Age35.64
B Age 6574 4 Over75
BRop 1934 IPop35.64 Pop S+ Pacific blander Two or more Age

40 s

<14 -2 12 -1 -10 9 4 -2 % 5 4 3 2 A1

b B % Ww % & < F B

362 227 49 26,321 173,043 27,643

805 4.87
Numbar of Numbcr of Nombar of Peogla in

Total hon Populstion Aged Now Cses Sinca County Casa Per County Fatality
Stalicd Bods bicarsad Bads ICU Bodg Povarty (ACS) Eﬂ vw.m,'& Pravious Doy ¢SD§§E8=

o ; Cata duts beat updatad: 091 1330 02:24:16
E@SIT  voabireocn hasoeal dem ard pouteton s ars asalne e

: 5 . & : T i For mora information about thes nfographic, please vartthe (LS. Man FAQ pagg
e | Source: 20142018 American Community Suney S-year estimates, Definitive Healthcars, Red Cross, Johins Hopkins Universty ©3070 The Jubns Hoghiex Unierity, The Johns Hapkis Hospeal, snd Jokns Hopking Heslth Sycters. AT nghts retarsed.

. F i - Muskegon Area First




Muskegon County COVID-19 Indicator Dashboard

State of Michigan COVID Overview

Confirmed Cases Deaths

120,846 6,894

TESTING OVERVIEW
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Muskegon County COVID-19 Indicator Dashboard

With loosening of restrictions our activities are changing.

On August 7t we spent less time at work and more time at home compared to September 4",

September 4, 2020
. - a3t 5 Dh = P \ < ~2tio
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August 7,2020
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Source: Google Mobility Change Report, August 7, 2020 and September 4, 2020
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Issue

N
Regional Development Commission

WMSRDC Receives EDA CARES Act
Non-Competitive Grant

The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission, as an EDA designated Economic
Development District (EDD), recently received $400,000 as part of the $1.5 billion allocated to EDA through
the CARES Act. This is a match-free, non-competitive planning grant specifically designated to EDDs to
“prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus” or respond to “economic injury as a result of coronavirus.”

These funds will be utilized over the next two years to conduct a variety of regional activities that will help
the counties of Lake, Mason, Muskegon, Newaygo, and Oceana respond to and recover from this global
pandemic. Tasks include the following items:

Economic Development Disaster Recovery and Resiliency Plan: WMSRDC staff will conduct short-
term and long-term economic development planning and coordination to develop an economic development
disaster recovery and resiliency plan consistent with the approved CEDS maintained by the Commission.
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the plan will focus on current needs and capacities, recovery and
resiliency, regional strengths and opportunities, and economic recovery strategies. The plan will have a
strong component of GIS mapping including economic assets, critical infrastructure, pandemic impact areas,
and disaster vulnerabilities. Staff will work closely with the CEDS Strategy Committee, local government
leaders, and county economic development organizations to develop the plan.

Technical Assistance: WMSRDC staff will provide technical assistance and capacity building for local
stakeholders impacted by coronavirus through the following tasks:

« Broadband Coordination and Facilitation — The lack of broadband availability within the WMSRDC
region has been a documented issue and a regional priority for many years. The COVID-19 pandemic
has forced this issue to the forefront, highlighting the necessity of broadband availability in every corner
of the region. WMSRDC staff will coordinate and facilitate broadband discussions within the region to
bring together leaders from a variety of sectors including private business, economic development, local
government, education (K-12 and higher education), health care, and broadband providers. Discussions
will focus on the current broadband infrastructure and capacity, sector-specific needs, future needs,
and implementation strategies. Communities within the region face varying degrees of broadband
needs and hurdles. Therefore, WMSRDC staff will coordinate and facilitate county-level focus groups to
discuss local broadband issues. In addition, a regional committee will be organized to address collective
regional needs and strategies for the future.

Continued on page 8



SPOTLIGHT
STORY

WMSRDC Selected
for NOAA Great Lakes
Regional Partnership

WMSRDC, along with the region’s watershed partners,
developed a set of priority fish passage and habitat
restoration projects for a competitive, National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Great Lakes
Regional Partnership grant proposal, titled “Lake Michigan
Coastal Rivers and Wetlands.” The project proposes to
restore 33.8 miles of fish passage, 5.64 miles of riparian
corridor, 108.6 acres of coastal wetlands and 137.4 acres
of wetland habitat in West Michigan. NOAA's Fisheries
and Restoration Center partners with organizations
on multi-year projects to restore shoreline habitat, fish
passage, and wetlands. These projects also restore
coastal resiliency in degraded Great Lakes ecosystems.

The WMSRDC Regional Partnership proposal is one

of two new partnerships across the entire Great Lakes"

selected in 2020. The award covers a three year period
for a total amount of $14,123,471 in federal funds. Annual
funding amounts are based on availability of funds from
Congress through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
and continued relevance to NOAA program objectives.
The funding period for this award is October 1, 2020
through September 30, 2021 and may be extended
through September 30, 2023. To kick off the WMSRDC
Regional Partnership during year one, engineering and
design work will be performed for Little Cedar Creek, a
high-quality cold water tributary to the Muskegon River
($187,207). See article below.

Little Cedar Creek Project

Since 2010, NOAA has restored more than 4,500 acres
of habitat for fish and wildlife and opened up more than
500 miles of rivers and streams to fish migration in the

Great Lakes. Together, NOAA, WMSRDC and our
regional watershed partners will bring years of restoration
experience and planning to exciting new restoration
projects. These projects will provide multiple benefits to
the environment and communities by supporting valuable
fisheries and coastal resources; improving the quality
of our water by restoring coastal wetlands; providing
recreational opportunities for public use and enjoyment;
and increasing the resilience of Great Lakes communities.

Under the Regional Partnership, WMSRDC will continue
to partner with NOAA and the West Michigan Watershed
Partners (WMWP) to plan and prioritize projects to
reconnect rivers to their floodplains, and restore and
enhance river, stream, and wetland habitats in the eastern
Lake Michigan watershed. The WMWP meets quarterly
to share information on projects and priorities for water
quality and fish and wildlife habitat. The WMWP includes
watershed representatives from the Pere Marquette River,
White River, Muskegon River, Little Flower Creek, Mona
Lake, Muskegon Lake and other conservation groups and

agencies.

When fish can't reach their habitat, they can't reproduce and maintain or grow their populations. Fish passage is important for
the protection and restoration of migrating fish, and for improving in-stream, floodplain, and marsh conditions. This helps recover
threatened and endangered migratory fish and the sustainability of economically important commercial and recreational fisheries.
Common types of barriers to fish migration are dams and culverts. Working in partnership with the road commissions in Oceana,
Newaygo and Muskegon counties, WMSRDC identified priority fish passage barriers in several West Michigan river systems.
Little Cedar Creek is one such waterway that has crossings causing impacts. It is a sub-watershed tributary to Cedar Creek, a
high quality trout stream. This project will produce engineered designs to restore 3.5 miles of fish passage, restore 500 ft. of in-
stream fish habitat, and reconnect 12 acres of wetland habitat. WMSRDC will coordinate the project with an advisory committee
comprised of NOAA technical monitors; Muskegon County Road Commission, adjacent private landowners, and the Muskegon
Lake Watershed Partnership. WMSRDC will also carry out public outreach and education about the project and its benefits.
Grand Valley State University Annis Water Research Institute will provide pre / post monitoring. The $187,000 project is funded
through the Lake Michigan Coastal Rivers and Wetlands, a new NOAA/WMSRDC Regional Partnership for Great Lakes Habitat

Restoration.
A

August / September 2020




- TRANSPORTATION PLANNING

Asset Management Update

Each year, WMSRDC staff, along with an employee from both the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT)
and the appropriate county road commission, collect data for fifty percent of the federal aid roads within the WMSRDC
region consisting of the counties of Lake, Mason, Muskegon, Newaygo, and Oceana. These ratings are the first step
in a planning process known as Asset Management. Asset Management is based on an inventory of each local road
network within each municipality and then ascertaining the correct fix or maintenance based on the road rating.

Due to restrictions as a result of COVID-19, federal aid road data collection was canceled for FY2020. MDOT made
the decision on August 4, 2020 that MDOT cannot participate in data collection teams through the end of this year.
A MDOT member is necessary, per Transportation Asset Management Council (TAMC) policy, for federal aid rating
teams. In light of this development, the TAMC voted to allow regional planning agencies and metropolitan planning
organizations (MPOs), like WMSRDC, to carry over the FY2020 funding into FY2021. With this approval, FY2020
funds can be used for reimbursement of expenses related to collecting federal aid road ratings until June 30, 2021.
Instead of the regular fifty percent data collection on federal aid roads, WMSRDC will coordinate with agencies to
ensure that one hundred percent of the data is collected in FY2021.

West Michigan Regional Transit Systems
Governance and Organizational Transition Study

Unified Work Program
Approved by MPO Committees

The Muskegon County Board of Commissioners and
Harbor Transit Multi-Modal Transit System (Harbor

The Michigan Department of Transportation .
Transit)Board in northern Ottawa County asked WMSRDC

(MDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) have approved the WestPlan
FY2021 Unified Work Program (UWP), which
was approved by the metropolitan planning
organization (MPO) committees at their April
meetings. The UWP outlines the budget and
activities for the MPO for the designated fiscal
year. Budget estimates for the UWP are provided
by MDOT, and are allocated to several different
program areas for the MPO.

The UWP is a federally required document,
which is reviewed and approved by the MPO
committees on an annual basis. Some of the
key roles for the MPO that are outlined in the
UWP are: the Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP), Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP), Air Quality Planning, Performance
Measure Planning, Public Involvement,
Technical Assistance, and facilitating Public
Meeting involvement.

for assistance to conduct a planning, collaboration,
and consensus-building effort to determine if public
transportation services in the Muskegon Urbanized Area
and throughout Muskegon County, as well as the Harbor
Transit service area in northern Ottawa County, can be
better delivered through a different organizational or
governance structure than what is currently operated in
the two areas. As a result, WMSRDC applied for and
has been awarded a Service Development and New
Technology (SDNT) grant totaling $150,000.

The project will be led by WMSRDC, the WestPlan
MPO, and will focus on analyzing existing governance
structures, identifying and exploring available models
for use in the region, facilitation of local and regional
discussions, consensus-building, collaboration, and
development of a recommended solution, including the
development of draft agreements for parties to consider.

WMSRDC staff will be integrally involved in convening
partners to the discussion and work closely with the
Muskegon Area Transit System (MATS) and Harbor
Transit throughout the project.

‘ August / September 2020 Page 3 8



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

CEDS Strategy Committee Update

The CEDS Strategy Committee typically convenes every few months to discuss the region’s Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) document, discuss the latest economic news and évents throughout
the region, and network with peers. Unfortunately, the first scheduled meeting of 2020 was canceled due to
the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic in March. On July 17, 2020, WMSRDC hosted the first virtual
CEDS Strategy Committee meeting. Topics of discussion revolved around the economic circumstances
surrounding the pandemic, including opportunities and initiatives related to the federal CARES Act.

Although virtual meetings are certain to be a viable option for conducting business well into the future,
we eagerly anticipate the eventual return to in-person meetings of the CEDS Strategy Committee. In the
meantime, the next CEDS meeting will be scheduled for October and will likely be held virtually. Details of
the event will be posted on WMSRDC.org as details are finalized.

Economic Technical Assistance Update

The global pandemic has disrupted many aspects
of daily life. One positive disruption has been the
emergence of federal assistance opportunities made
available through the CARES Act. Since March,
WMSRDC economic development staff has been busier
than usual, working with communities and economic
development partners in every county of the region in
an attempt to capitalize on this opportunity. WMSRDC
has facilitated connections with EDA staff to identify
potential projects and refine them into competitive
applications for EDA assistance. As of August, there
had been one application from the region already
submitted for the EDA/CARES Act program, with as
many as five other projects under development.

The aforementioned application is the result of a unique
partnership between the GVSU Muskegon Innovation
Hub and WMSRDC to commission a study that
would analyze various aspects of the entrepreneurial
environment in the West Michigan lakeshore region.
If funded, this study is expected to yield valuable
information that will help the Muskegon Innovation Hub
and other entrepreneurial support organizations better
serve the needs of entrepreneurs and small start-up
businesses. This study will be timely, considering that

innovation and entrepreneurialship typically increase
in the wake of an economic disruption.

A major component of the WMSRDC Economic
Development program is to provide local communities
and EDA-eligible applicants with technical assistance
by providing guidance and support throughout all
phases of the project development and application
process. As the region’s designated Economic
Development District, WMSRDC should be an
interested party’s first call when considering an EDA

program.

EDA s now accepting
applications for

E D A CARES Act Recovery Assistance

to help communities prevent,
prepare for, and respond to
COTEN I VIS,

If interested, please contact WMSRDC, your
local link to federal economic development
programs!

' August / September 2020 Page 4 3



ENVIRONMENTAL “ .

Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve Update

Located on the northeast shore of Muskegon Lake along the Muskegon River, the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve
is a natural resource asset for the Muskegon area and the region. Owned by the Muskegon Environmental Research
and Education Society, it is an outdoor research and educational facility and a safe harbor for many fish and wildlife
species. This private property is visited by thousands every year with free access to the public. Through the National
Atmospheric and Oceanic Administration (NOAA)/Great Lakes Commission Regional Partnership, WMSRDC was
awarded funding from a Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant to restore fish and wildlife habitat on the preserve.

The project started in 2019 with an engineering and design phase, invasive species removal, and unfortunately, record
high water levels in Lake Michigan, Muskegon Lake, and the Muskegon River. Water levels have remained high for
much of this year as well.

WMSRDC selected GEI and Taplin Enterprises for engineering and construction assistance. Large amounts of non-
native, invasive plants have been removed, permits were obtained and restoration is now underway. Seven acres of
habitat will be restored, advancing the delisting of Muskegon Lake as a Great Lakes Area of Concern. The project will
install wetland plants, 1,975 native trees and 3,150 native shrubs. Volunteers will be sought and trained to maintain

the restored resources into the future. The project will be complete in 2021.

Amoco Project Update

The Amoco fish and wildlife habitat restoration project is
underway and scheduled for completion in 2021. The
$3.1 million project kicked off in August with marine
habitat restoration offshore from the former Amoco
Petroleum Storage Facility where Ruddiman Creek
enters Muskegon Lake. Historically, the site was home
to the Standard Oil Dock.

The habitat restoration project will focus on a relatively
clean, well-characterized, 10-acre area located on the
shoreline east of the mouth of Ruddiman Creek. The
project will remove a portion of a historic, failing concrete
wall that has isolated nearby wetlands, disconnecting
them from Muskegon Lake and the shoreline. The
project will remove 4,250 tons of unnatural fill, remove
a 1,446-foot-long, 5-foot-tall concrete wall, restore 10.3
acres of wetlands and 325 linear feet of shoreline. A
stretch of the Lakeshore Trail bike path will be moved
landward to a restored shoreline that will be more
resilient to high lake levels. Ramboll was competitively
selected for engineering, design and construction
oversight. Job Site Services was awarded the contract
for restoration implementation. Great Lakes Dock &
Materials is performing marine habitat restoration. The
property is owned by the City of Muskegon. The project
received funding through the NOAA/Great Lakes
Commission Regional Partnership and the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative.

Lower Muskegon River
Habitat Restoration Update

Habitat restoration activities began at the
Lower Muskegon River site in June 2020 and is
scheduled for completion in 2021. The project
site is a former 53-acre celery farm that had
been separated from the Muskegon River by a
berm and pump system. Once restoration is
complete, the berm will be removed and the
restored wetlands will be reconnected with the
Muskegon River. The $3.13 million project
will restore 49.1 acres of emergent wetland,
soften 2,825 feet of shoreline and remove
approximately 38,722 metric tons of fill.

WMSRDC competitively selected GEI for
engineering, design and construction oversight.
Jackson Merkey Contractors was awarded
the competitive contract for restoration
implementation. The project received funding
through the NOAA/Great Lakes Commission
Regional Partnership and the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative.
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Planting Trees for a Better Environment

WMSRDC is moving forward with a United States Forest Service (USFS) grant which will fund the planting of
two hundred native trees. These trees will help to reduce the harmful effects of non-point source pollution by
capturing surface water runoff and nutrients from flowing into waterways within the Muskegon' River watershed.
Utilizing green infrastructure techniques and the planting of trees helps to minimize stormwater runoff as trees
draw up, store, and filter gallons of water that would otherwise flow directly into sensitive waterways and
groundwater.

One focus area for this grant is the City of Fremont where 44 trees will be added along the newly completed
Cedar Street extension. See map below. This project complements the recent extension of Cedar Street into
the Fremont Industrial Park. The street extension was funded by a grant from the U.S. Economic Development
Administration. As the EDA designated Economic Development District, WMSRDC works closely with EDA
and local governments to bring grant dollars into the region for eligible economic development projects. So
this tree planting project on the Cedar Street extension marries several program areas of WMSRDC including
environmental, economic development, and GIS planning services.

Other focus areas for this grant are the City of Roosevelt Park, the City of Muskegon, and Cedar Creek
and Dalton townships. This grant is provided by the USFS and is in partnership with the Muskegon River
Watershed Assembly.

Planned Tree Plantings in the Cedar Street Extension

in the City of Fremont, Newaygo County
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LOCAL GOV’T SERVICES / SPECIAL PROJECTS
Ludington Area Shoreline Study Moving Forward

Six months ago, it was e'xpected an article such as this would be written to announce the triumphant
completion of the Shoreline Land Use and Resiliency Plan (SLURP) for the Port of Ludington. Alas,
the COVID-19 pandemic came about in March, and the SLURP planning process briefly grinded to a
halt. So, rather than announcing a completed project, this article is to defiantly signal that this study
is alive and well...just a bit delayed.

Prior to the pandemic, WMSRDC had successfully gathered two stakeholder meetings to discuss
the current events relating to Ludington-area shorelines, identify community assets and hazards
within the study area, and start to envision the future character of the Port of Ludington.

During the pandemic, WMSRDC staff gathered pertinent research and developed a suite of maps for
the study. Now it's time to re-engage the stakeholders, engage the public, and develop a document
that will include a community-supported vision for the future land use surrounding Pere Marquette
Lake, as well as resources and information to facilitate shoreline recovery and resilience. The SLURP
is expected to be completed in fall of this year which, given the circumstances, is better late than
never!

Clean Air FY 21 Work Program & Budget

This summer, WMSRDC remained a very active The WMSRDC Board is expected
partner of the West Michigan Clean Air Coalition {o pass the FY 21 Work Program
(WMCAC). The WMCAC is a partnership of and Budget totaling $6,833,865 at

businesses, academic institutions, government : ;
agencies, industry, and non-profit organizations in their I'egU|al' meetmg scheduled

Muskegon, Ottawa, Kent, and Kalamazoo counties  for September 21, 2020.
working together to achieve cleaner air through the

educations and promotion of voluntary emission WMSRDC COVID-19 Update

reduction activities.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, in-person The WMSRDC offices remain
events could not take place, but staff pivoted and closed due to the COVID-19
successfully launched enhanced radio, television, pandemic. Staff will continue

and social media campaigns to fill in some of
the gaps to replace in-person events. Staff looks to work remotely to conduct

forward to next year when in-person events can WMSRDC business through the
hopefully take place again. Do your share for fall months.
cleaner air!

A
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Administrator

City of Norion Shores
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e General Technical Assistance — The economic
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has been
overwhelming to the west iwichigan region.
However, long term implications of the pandemic
have yet to be determined as events continue
to unfold. WMSRDC staff will work closely
with the CEDS Committee, regional economic
development leaders, and local governments
to provide technical assistance throughout the
region where needs and unknown impacts arise.

Organization Capacity Support for Coronavirus
Response: Due to the closure of the WMSRDC
offices as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, staff
is working remotely. WMSRDC will utilize a portion
of the grant to upgrade current technology utilized by
the economic development staff to better serve the
region while working remotely from home or in the
field. WMSRDC staff also plan to utilize and increase
capacity of GIS mapping and data analysis when
completing the tasks outlined in the above.

August / September 2020

The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission is a federal and state

designated regional planning and development agency serving 120 local governments in Lake,

_Mason, Muskegon, Newaygo, and Oceana counties. WMSRDC is also the planning agency for

the rhetropo]itan transportation planning (MPQO) program for Muskegon and northern Ottawa

counties.
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RECYCLING EVENT

Saturday October 17++ \

from 9am 1pr

SCR,

No larger
or without

HAZAR

including mert
fluorescent ligh
drums of any kin

ELECTRON. -

Including computers .ats, TV's, and other electronic devices.
Visit: http://www.goods _..wm.org/recycle-reuse/computer-recycling/ for a full listing of
accepted items. *Please note: CRT TV's WILL be accepted for this event

SENSITIVE DOCUMENT SHREDDING

Bring up to 100 lbs of sensitive documents (paper clips and staples ok)
to have shredded.

.a€S, acids, bases, CFL and
..containers no greater than 6 gallons; NO

e AR e et g ST G gt g e L SN i
or ;‘qu\gk; aown ot t = event as

US 31

ST ) . KEATI
0 Limit any collected materials and AN G AVE

Funding for this event:
Muskegon County Solid Waste, Muskegon County Sustainability Office
Michigan Department of EGLE Scrap Tire Clean Up Grant




